THE new year opened with feverish preparations
In both camps for a general election. Elements of
the right and centre feared that if they lost control
now they might never regain it. On the other side
enthusiasm for victory reached a riotous pitch in its
public expression. All the politicians of the left
had made capital out of the suppression of the
1934 rebellion, representing it as a brutal expression
of the most violent reactionary tendencies* The
recent army policy played into their hands. Mean-
while the extremists realised that their best chance
of realising their ultimate intentions lay, not in
open revolt, but in supporting for the time being
the Parliamentary left through whom they would
eventually express their will. The Popular Front
was formed, combining the interests of every
gradation from left wing Republicans to extreme
Communists. Everyone had something to gain
from the alliance, and the moderates had not the
foresight to realise that its ultimate danger lay in
the fact that once the Popular Front gained power,
they would, by the very nature of their avowed
policy, be denied all means of controlling public
demonstration of extremist violence.